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SECTION 12 3661 

SOLID SURFACING COUNTERTOPS 

PART 1 - GENERAL 

1.1 RELATED DOCUMENTS 

A. Drawings and general provisions of the Contract, including General and Supplementary Conditions and 
Division 01 Specification Sections, apply to this Section. 

1.2 SUMMARY 

A. Section Includes: 
1. Solid surface material countertops. 
2. Solid surface material backsplashes. 
3. Solid surface material end splashes. 
4. Solid surface window stools. 

1.3 ACTION SUBMITTALS 

A. Product Data: For countertop materials. 

B. Sustainable Design Submittals: 
1. Environmental Product Declaration (EPD): Provide a Type III EPD according to ISO 14025 for the 

following products: 
 
a. Solid Surface Materials. 
 

2. Health Product Declaration (HPD):  Provide a Health Product Declaration according to the requirements 
of the “HPD Open Standard” for the following products: 
 
a. Solid Surface Materials. 

C. Shop Drawings: For countertops. Show materials, finishes, edge and backsplash profiles, methods of joining, 
and cutouts for plumbing fixtures. 
1. Show locations and details of joints. 
2. Show direction of directional pattern, if any. 

D. Samples for Verification: For the following products: 
1. Countertop material, 6 inches square. 

1.4 INFORMATIONAL SUBMITTALS 

A. Qualification Data: For fabricator. 
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1.5 CLOSEOUT SUBMITTALS 

A. Maintenance Data: For solid surface material countertops to include in maintenance manuals. Include Product 
Data for care products used or recommended by Installer and names, addresses, and telephone numbers of 
local sources for products. 

1.6 QUALITY ASSURANCE 

A. Fabricator Qualifications: Shop that employs skilled workers who custom-fabricate countertops similar to that 
required for this Project, and whose products have a record of successful in-service performance. 

B. Installer Qualifications: Fabricator of countertops. 

1.7 FIELD CONDITIONS 

A. Field Measurements: Verify dimensions of countertops by field measurements after base cabinets are installed 
but before countertop fabrication is complete. 

PART 2 - PRODUCTS 

2.1 SOLID SURFACE COUNTERTOP MATERIALS 

A. Solid Surface Material: Homogeneous-filled plastic resin complying with ICPA SS-1. 
1. Manufacturers: Subject to compliance with requirements, provide products by one of the following: 

a. Panolam Surface Systems. 
b. Avonite Surfaces. 
c. E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company. 
d. Formica Corporation. 
e. LG Chemical, Ltd. 
f. Wilsonart LLC. 

 

2. Type: Provide Standard type or Veneer type made from material complying with requirements for 
Standard type, as indicated unless Special Purpose type is indicated. 

3. Colors and Patterns: As scheduled or indicated on the drawings. 

B. Particleboard: ANSI A208.1, Grade M-2. 

C. Plywood: Exterior softwood plywood complying with DOC PS 1, Grade C-C Plugged, touch sanded. 

2.2 COUNTERTOP FABRICATION 

A. Fabricate countertops according to solid surface material manufacturer's written instructions and to the 
AWI/AWMAC/WI's "Architectural Woodwork Standards." 
1. Grade: Premium. 

B. Configuration: 
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1. Front: Straight, slightly eased at top. 
2. Backsplash: Straight, slightly eased at corner. 
3. End Splash: Matching backsplash. 

C. Countertops: 3/4-inch-thick, solid surface material with front edge built up with same material. 

D. Backsplashes: 3/4-inch-thick, solid surface material. 

E. Fabricate tops with shop-applied edges and backsplashes unless otherwise indicated. Comply with solid 
surface material manufacturer's written instructions for adhesives, sealers, fabrication, and finishing. 

F. Joints: Fabricate countertops without joints where possible. 

2.3 WINDOW STOOLS 

A. Window stools to be ½ inch thick with size as indicated on the drawings.  
 

1. Color to be as scheduled or indicated on the drawings. 

2.4 INSTALLATION MATERIALS 

A. Adhesive: Product recommended by solid surface material manufacturer. 

PART 3 - EXECUTION 

3.1 EXAMINATION 

A. Examine substrates to receive solid surface material countertops and conditions under which countertops will 
be installed, with Installer present, for compliance with requirements for installation tolerances and other 
conditions affecting performance of countertops. 

B. Proceed with installation only after unsatisfactory conditions have been corrected. 

3.2 INSTALLATION 

A. Install countertops level to a tolerance of 1/8 inch in 8 feet, 1/4 inch maximum. Do not exceed 1/64-inch 
difference between planes of adjacent units. 

B. Secure countertops to subtops with adhesive according to solid surface material manufacturer's written 
instructions. Align adjacent surfaces and, using adhesive in color to match countertop, form seams to comply 
with manufacturer's written instructions. Carefully dress joints smooth, remove surface scratches, and clean 
entire surface. 

C. Bond joints with adhesive and draw tight as countertops are set. Mask areas of countertops adjacent to joints 
to prevent adhesive smears. 
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1. Install metal splines in kerfs in countertop edges at joints where indicated. Fill kerfs with adhesive 
before inserting splines and remove excess immediately after adjoining units are drawn into position. 

2. Clamp units to temporary bracing, supports, or each other to ensure that countertops are properly 
aligned, and joints are of specified width. 

D. Install backsplashes and end splashes by adhering to wall and countertops with adhesive. Mask areas of 
countertops and splashes adjacent to joints to prevent adhesive smears. 

E. Complete cutouts not finished in shop. Mask areas of countertops adjacent to cutouts to prevent damage 
while cutting. Make cutouts to accurately fit items to be installed, and at right angles to finished surfaces 
unless beveling is required for clearance. Ease edges slightly to prevent snipping. 

1. Seal edges of cutouts in particleboard subtops by saturating with varnish. 

F. Apply sealant to gaps at walls; comply with Section 07 9200 "Joint Sealants." 

END OF SECTION 12 3661 


